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‘We can take advantage of Stanthorpe’s fruit, providing returns to local growers’

uice factory

By TORI MAINEY

THE juice company behind the dis-
tinctive white bottle, Grove Fruit
Juice, will be one of the first busi-
nesses and manufacturers to move
operations to Warwick’s newest in-
dustrial hub, Axis Industrial Park —
the site of the old woollen mills.

Grove managing director Greg
Willis said at least six new jobs
would initially be created.

Among the reasons Warwick
was selected by Queensland’s lar-
gest  privately-owned fruit juice
manufacturer was the ability to
lake advantage of (he Granite
Belt’s fruit production as it moves
into apple juice for the first time.

“The development of new apple
processing facililies will allow us to
take advantage of Stanthorpe’s
fruit while providing premium re-
turns to the local growers,” Mr Wil-
lis said.

“Freight costs for southern fruit
will be immediately reduced by
more than 10 per cent and we’ll
have grealer access Lo caltle fee-
dlots in the region to supply nutri-
tional by-products.

“Through vertical integralion
and regional processing we will be
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able to produce imporl replace-
ment products which will add value
and sustainability to Australian ap-
ple and citrus growers.”

Grove’s oplions were Lo sel up a
new processing facility in central
New South Wales or south cast
Queensland.

“One of the reasons we chose
Warwick is we can still run our
head office in Brisbane, as New
South Wales would have been just
too [ar away,” Mr Willis said.

“We also understand and know
Queensland  Government laws
compared to New South Wales so
logistically it is good for us.”

Initially, the new site will reeruit
at least six employees and will be in
full operation within the next
12 months.

“Workforce culture and sla-
bility is perceived to be of a high-
er standard in regional centres,”
Mr Willis said.

He said the decision Lo relocale
to Warwick’s new industrial hub
was largely with the support of
TRE Developments director Dave
Cooke.

“TRE Developments has been
able to provide affordable indus-

trial land that, with the support of

relocates to
our region

Southern Downs Regional Council,
can be developed within a tight Li-
meframe,” Mr Willis said.

“This large industrial develop-
ment will allow Grove to confident-
ly develop an environmenially-
friendly facility that is affordable
and sustainable.”

Grove recently integrated with
Dick Eslens, anorthern NSW farm-
er who is converting his primary
crop of cotton to citrus.

“Stage onc involves the plant-
ing of over 90,000 new citrus trees
which will reduce water usage by
60 per cent and further reduce fruit
freight costs by 50 per cent,” Mr
Willis said.

“Al the moment we move at least
three B-doubles cach week so this
will reduce our carbon footprint
with transport by 30 or 40 per cent.”

Mr Cooke said Grove’s decision
was indicative of the attitudes of
many other companies which see
Warwick as a prime position for
their businesses.

“Warwick is the place to be,” Mr
Cooke said.

“There arc a lot of people look-
ing, pending what sort of deal we
cando with them and it’s all coming
together quite well.
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“[t provides a unique opportuni-
ty for businesses to relocate or set
up in purpose-built buildings to
suit all industry levels.”

Mr Cooke said movement was
well underway at the Kenilworth
Streel sile with roads being laid in
the estatec within the next two
weeks.

The place to be: TRE Developments

director Dave Cooke has provided all
the right ingredients at his Kenilworth
Street industrial hub for Queensland’s
largest privately-owned juice company
Grove Fruit Juice.
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